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SUBJECT: COSTA RICA CONDEMNS USE OF FORCE IN GUATEMALA - BELIZE 
lU DISPUTE 

1. SUMMARY: THE COSTA RICAN CABINET HAS PUBLICLY CONDEMNED 
USE OP PORCE TO RESOLVE BELIZE QUESTION, AND HAS CALLED POR 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT THROUGH BILATERAL TALKS WHICH BEGAN JULY 6. 
PACIO PRIVATELY HAS EXPRESSED HIS AND GOCR'S DISENCHANTMENT WITH 
GUATEMALA. END SUMMARY. 

2. TEXT OP GOCR STATEMENT AS CARRIED JULY 6 IN SAN JOSE PRESS: 

BEGIN QUOTE: "PRESIDENT ODUBER MET WITH THE COUNCIL OP GOVERNMENT 
JULY 5, 1977. AMONG THE SUBJECTS ON THE AGENDA WAS THE PROBLEM 
OP BELIZE. 

ONCE THE SITUATION WAS EXAMINED, HEARING THE REPORTS OP THE 
POREIGN MINISTER AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE PERSISTENT REPORTS 
IN THE MEDIA ABOUT A POSSIBLE ARMED CONPLICT IN BELIZE, THE 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT BELIEVES IT OPPORTUNE TO MAKE THE 
POLLOWING DECLARATION: 

BEGIN QUOTE 
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1. TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS THAT WULL BEGIN 
IN WASHINGTON JULY 6 BETWEEN THE DELEGATIONS OP GUATEMALA 
AND THE UNITED KINGDOM WILL PRODUCE A PEACEPUL SOLUTION 
OP DIPFERENCES, WITH A FORMULA THAT TAKES DULY INTO 
ACCOUNT THE TERRITORIAL CLAIMS OF GUATEMALA AGAINST THE 
UNITED KINGDOM, PROTECTING THE JUST INTERESTS OF THE 
BELIZEAN POPULATION. 
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2. TO REAFFIRM THAT THE PEOPLE AND THE GOVERNMENT OF 
COSTA RICA BELIEVE THAT THE PROBLEM OF BELIZE, SUCH AS 
ANY OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT, CAN AND SHOULD BE 
RESOLVED PEACEFULLY. 

3. TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT, AT NO TIME A MILITARY CON- 
FRONTATION TAKE PLACE WHICH WOULD CONVERT CENTRAL AMERICAN 
TERRITORY INTO A BATTLEGROUND IN WHICH FORCES FOREIGN TO 
CENTRAL AMERICA COULD PARTICIPATE. END QUOTE 

3. COMMENT: FONMIN FACIO, IN COMMENTS JULY 5 TO 
AMBASSADOR AND EMBOFF, EXPRESSED HIS DISENCHANTMENT WITH 
GUATEMALA IN THIS LATEST PHASE OF DISPUTE. MINISTER OF 
PUBLIC SECURITY ECHOED THIS SENTIMENT TO AMBASSADOR 

JULY 6 IN NOTING THAT BELIZE WAS WELL VENTILATED IN 
PREVIOUS DAY'S CABINET MEETING. HE OPINED THAT GUATEMALA 
WOULD NOT INVADE AS LONG AS IT CONTINUES BLUSTERING. 

4. FACIO NOTED THAT GOCR DECLARATION WAS ISSUED TO WARN 
GOG PUBLICLY THAT GOCR WILL NOT SUPPORT 
GUATEMALA IF GUATEMALAN MILITARY TAKES ARMED ACTION. 

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN RECENT DAYS HE HAS EXPRESSED 
DISGUST WITH INTEMPERATE DECLARATIONS BEING MADE. IN 
ADDITION TO REBUFF OF EFFORT THROUGH GOCR EMBASSY IN 
GUATEMALA TO ENLIST SYMPATHY FOR ANY GOG MILITARY ACTION, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SAN JO 03106 062I44Z 

MINSEC REPORTS GOCR HAS TAKEN UNRESPONSIVE POSITION RE 
ANY CONDECA INVOLVEMENT. AT SAME TIME, FACIO HAS BACKED 
AWAY FROM THE ’'SUDETEN"-LIKE FORMULA HE SUGGESTED 
DURING MRS. CARTER'S VISIT (INVOLVING TERRITORIAL CON- 
CESSIONS SOUTH OF MONKEY RIVER WHERE MAYA-AMICHE POPULATION 
PRESUMABLY PREDOMINATES) AS BASIS FOR SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE. 
REASON - NO TAKERS. 

WEISSMAN 
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